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To  His  Excellency,  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 

nia: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  act  of  June  25, 1895,  creating  the  Board 
of  Game  Commissioners  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  prescribing  its 
duties,  we  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  our  report  of  work 
done  through  and  under  our  direction  during  the  year  intervening 
between  November  1,  1905,  and  November  1,  1900.  That  you  may 
more  thoroughly  understand  the  situation  and  grounds  upon  which 
this  report  is  based,  we  attach  hereto  a copy  of  the  report  of  our 
Secretary  for  the  same  period. 

From  what  we  have  been  able  to  gather  from  this  and  other  re- 
ports made  to  us  we  feel  satisfied  that  song  and  insectivorous  birds 
of  all  kinds  classed  as  wildbirds  other  than  game  birds  are  in  in- 
creasing in  this  State,  and  that  the  benefits  to  the  Commonwealth 
from  this  increase,  from  an  economic  point  of  view  is  most  marked. 
We  feel  that  game  birds  of  all  kinds,  excepting  quail  and  woodcock, 
are  more  numerous  than  for  years  passed,  and  that  game  quad- 
rupeds, such  as  deer,  bear,  rabbits  and  squirrels  are  increasing  in 
numbers  in  that  territory  in  which  they  were  found  last  year,  and 
in  many  instances  are  found  at  this  time  in  sections  whereon,  prior 
to  this  date,  they  had  apparently  been  exterminated — thereby  sup- 
plying in  this  manner  an  incentive  for  exercise  and  recreation,  that 
can  be  furnished  in  no  other  manner;  and  an  experience  in  camp 
life,  in  handling  and  caring  for  fire  arms,  that  is  of  very  great  value 
to  all  men  who  indulge  in  it;  and  a fcod  supply  that  in  the  aggre- 
gate will  reach  many  many  tons  in  weight. 

We  re  iterate  the  assertion  repeatedly  made  that  the  presence  of 
many  unnaturalized  foreign  born  residents  within  our  borders,  and 
their  disposition  to  use  guns,  legally  and  illegally,  is  a constant  and 
exceedingly  grave  menace  to  our  wild  life  in  the  State  and  to  the 
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peace  of  many  communities  wherein  these  people  are  found.  From 
what  we  can  learn  of  this  class  we  believe  the  great  majority  of  them 
to  be  possessed,  at  the  best,  of  but  an  extremely  crude  idea  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  word  “liberty.’’  Many  of  them  construe  it  to 
mean  a license  to  do  as  they  may  see  tit,  regardless  of  law.  This 
disposition,  connected  with  Ihe  low  value  they  appear  to  place  upon 
human  life,  seems  to  make  them  individually  and  collectively  a most 
dangerous  people,  and  one  upon  whom  the  strong  hand  of  the  law 
cannot  be  too  quickly  laid.  We  believe  the  passage  of  an  act,  for- 
bidding all  unnaturalized  foreign  born  residents  within  this  State  to 
be  even  possessed  of  fire  arms  within  our  borders,  would  have  a 
most  beneficial  effect,  not  only  saving  the  lives  of  many  birds  and 
animals,  that  it  is  our  province  to  protect,  but  also  the  lives  of  many 
human  beings,  that  are  at  this  time  daily  sacrificed  in  this  State 
through  the  reckless  use  of  arms  of  this  description  by  people  of 
this  class.  This  in  addition  to  the  expenditure  of  great  sums  of 
money  in  an  attempt  to  punish  these  wrong  doers.  We  heartily 
recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  with  this  end  in  view. 

We  call  to  your  notice  the  idea  advanced  by  members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Sportsmen’s  Association,  relative  to  a resident  hun- 
ter’s license.  We  most  certainly  need  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
money  allotted  to  our  use.  These  gentlemen  believe  this  method 
of  raising  this  fund  to  be  the  most  fair  and  equitable  yet  suggested. 
Their  claim  is  that  no  one  is  compelled  to  contribute  in  any  way  to 
this  fund,  unless  he  chooses  to  hunt.  The  man  who  does  not  en- 
gage in  hunting  is  not  asked  to  part  with  one  single  cent  for  this 
purpose.  The  fee,  while  nominal  to  each  individual  contributor,  will 
in  the  aggregate  place  enough  cash  in  our  hands  to  efficiently  con- 
duct the  work  of  our  office  without  asking  the  State  for  any  appro- 
priation whatever.  It  is  estimated  that  one  man  out'of  every  thirty 
in  the  State  goes  hunting.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  those  who  are 
classed  as  sportsmen  may  object  to  this  method  of  raising  revenue 
and  for  various  reasons.  Some  will  oppose  it,  because  they  are  dis- 
posed to  get  everything  possible  for  themselves  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  a cent.  Some  wilt  oppose  the  bill  because  they  know,  if 
passed,  it  will  be  a brake  on  their  actions  and  make  sure  their  con- 
viction, if  they  commit  depredations  upon  the  lands  whereon  they 
may  hunt.  Some  of  those  classed  as  agriculturists  may  also  object 
upon  the  grounds  that  they  should  not  be  taxed  for  taking  what 
already  belongs  to  them.  We  desire  t call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  while  the  lands  may  belong  to  them,  the  game  found  there- 
on belong  to  the  State,  or  in  other  words  belong  jointly  to  all  the 
people  of  the  State.  And  while  Ihe  land-owner  may  prohibit  hunt- 
ing on  his  property,  lie  has  no  right  to  take  game,  excepting  under 
the  general  provisions  of  the  law.  We  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
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the  fact  that  no  farmer  or  any  other  citizen  of  this  State  will  be 
asked  to  secure  this  license,  unless  he  desires  to  hunt  for  game.  As 
it  now  stands,  every  farmer  contributes  to  the  fund  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  this  Commission  He  does  this,  whether  he  hunts  or 
not.  While  he  is  not  taxed  directly,  a certain  sum  is  deducted  from 
the  aggregate  collected  as  State  tax  that  might,  were  it  not  for  this 
diversion,  be  applied  to  his  use — good  roads,  for  instance,  and  to 
many  other  purposes  in  which  he  is  interested.  No  class  of  our  peo- 
ple is  more  benefited  through  the  life  work  of  our  birds,  either  game 
or  otherwise,  than  is  the  farmer.  By  this  method,  the  farmer  who 
does  not  hunt,  is  made  the  recipient  of  a double  return.  First,  the 
benefits  of  the  life  work  of  the  birds,  with  which  he  cannot  afford 
to  dispense;  and  second,  the  possible  benefits  from  the  fund  now 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Game  Commission  of  this  Common- 
wealth. Only  the  man  who  hunts  is  asked  to  pay  this  bill.  We  re- 
spectfully refer  the  question  to  you  for  consideration. 

If  this  bill  becomes  law7  the  fund  created  through  its  provisions 
will  be  sufficient  in  all  ways  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  office, 
and  we  will  not  ask  or  expect  an  appropriation  at  the  hands  of  the 
State,  except  to  cover  that  time  between  the  first  day  of  June,  1907, 
the  end  of  this  fiscal  year,  and  that  time  when  collected  under  the 
new  law  may  be  available.  If  the  proposed  resident  hunters’  li- 
cense fails  to  become  a lawT  w7e  feel  that  wTe  should  be  accorded  an 
appropriation  of  at  least  $50,000,  to  be  applied  to  our  work  during 
the  coming  tw7o  years. 

While  we  recognize  the  somewdiat  tangled,  and  to  a certain  extent 
unfair  provisions  of  existing  game  laws,  as  cited  by  our  Secretary, 
w7e  are  not,  as  a Commission,  disposed  at  this  time  to  recommend 
alterations  therein. 

In  the  matter  pertaining  to  w7ild  waterfowl,  either  in  that  particu- 
lar relating  to  season,  or  in  that  particular  relating  to  the  number 
that  may  be  killed  in  one  day,  or  in  one  season  by  one  person,  we 
think  it  w7ould  perhaps  be  well  to  allow  this  law  to  remain  as  it  is 
for  a time  at  least,  thus  giving  adjoining  states  an  opportunity  to 
come  up  to  the  standard  wre  have  created  rather  than  for  us  to  take 
a step  backward.  A reference  to  that  part  of  the  report  of  our  Sec- 
retary relating  to  the  establishment  of  game  preserve,  and  the  pur- 
chase or  propagation  of  game,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
May  11,  1905,  will  show7  w7hat  lias  been  done  in  that  direction  by  this 
Commission.  A reference  to  the  financial  statement  will  show7  what 
amount  has  been  expended  and  wdiat  amount  of  the  fund  appro- 
priated to  our  use  by  the  act  before  referred  to  still  remains  in  our 
hands 

The  protection  accorded  to  our  agricultural  sections  during  what 
is  knowm  as  the  closed  season  from  gunners  of  all  classes,  and  the 
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protection  to  sheep,  horses  and  the  farmer  in  the  prevention  of  the 
running  at  large  of  dogs  is  of  undoubted  value  in  the  State,  and 
should  appeal  to  those  residing  in  those  localities  to  stand  by  us 
in  our  work.  We  feel  that  the  many  benefits  that  can  be  attained 
through  the  game  laws  now  on  the  statute  books  entitle  those  en- 
gaged in  the  enforcement  of  these  laws  to  the  support  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  every  good  citizen  within  this  commonwealth 

We  call  your  special  attention  to  that  part  of  the  report  of  our 
Secretary  relating  to  the  wrongs  done  by  the  unnaturalized  foreign 
born  residents  with  this  State. 

JOHN  M.  PHILLIPS, 

C.  B.  PENROSE, 

0.  K.  SOBER, 

W.  HEYWARD  MYERS, 
FRANK  G.  HARRIS, 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners. 

I endorse  all  of  the  foregoing  report  except  that  feature  pertain- 
ing to  wild  waterfowl.  I feel  that  the  law  as  it  now  stands  relative 
to  this  subject,  is  unfair  and  unjust  and  should  be  amended  at  once. 
I think  the  Game  Commission  should  be  supported  by  appropriation 
from  the  State  rather  than  by  a personal  tax. 

J.  H.  WORDEN, 
President. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  GAME  PROTECTOR 

TO  THE 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners 

OF 

PENNSYLVANIA. 


To  the  Honorable,  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Game  Commission- 
ers: 

Gentlemen:  I herewith  submit  to  you  my  report  of  (die  work  done 
personally  and  through  my  direction  during  the  time  intervening  be- 
tween November  1,  1905,  and  November  1,  1906.  This  work  includes 
only  the  work  done  by  Game  Protectors,  Deputy  Game  Protectors 
and  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors  connected  with  this  office.  1 
desire  to  follow  this  report  of  work  done  with  certain  recommenda- 
tions. 

In  my  report  of  last  November  I stated  that  in  my  estimation  game 
of  all  kinds  in  this  State,  excepting  quail,  was  increasing,  and  that 
wild  birds  other  than  game  birds,  also,  appeared  to  be  more  plenti- 
ful than  heretofore.  I now  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  this  opin- 
ion is  confirmed  by  the  reports  received  from  ike  several  officers 
connected  with  this  Commission,  from  very  many  individuals  located 
in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  from  personal  observations. 
Game  of  all  kinds,  with  the  exception  of  quail  and  woodcock,  is  more 
plentiful  than  it  has  been  for  very-many  years  in  this  State.  More 
bear,  more  wild  turkeys,  more  ruffed  grouse,  more  squirrels,  more 
rabbits  have  already  been  killed  in  this  State  during  the  present  open 
season  for  these  animals  and  birds  than  have  been  for  years  taken 
throughout  any  entire  season.  Woodcock  are  comparatively  scarce. 
Still,  quite  a number  of  these  birds  are  being  killed  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  Deer  are  reported  to  be  more  plentiful  than  they 
have  been  for  years.  What  number  may  be  killed  remains  to  be 
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demonstrated,  as  the  season  for  deer  has  not  yet  closed  in  this  State 
and  the  success  of  the  deer  hunters  depends  upon  climatic  condi- 
tions, pather  than  the  number  of  deer  that  may  be  found  in  the 
forest.  Owing  to  the  dry  weather  and  lack  of  snow  a much  smaller 
number  of  deer  were  killed  last  year  than  during  the  year  of  1904. 
The  number  killed  last  year  approximated  six  hundred,  while  those 
captured  during  1904  exceeded  a thousand.  Snow  falling  toward 
the  close  of  our  last  season,  demonstrated  beyond  question  that 
there  were  many  deer  in  the  State,  and  that  this  falling  off  in  the 
numbers  taken  was  not  attributable  to  the  scarcity  of  deer.  Many 
more  were  left  over  than  for  years  in  this  State,  so  that  I anticipate 
goodly  returns  to  those  who  may  indulge  in  deer  hunting  this  sea- 
son. 

As  you  are  aware  we  imported  from  Alabama  something  like 
3,700  quail  last  spring  at  a cost  of  $9.00  per  dozen  (six  cocks  and  six 
hens.)  These  birds  are  reported  to  have  done 'exceedingly  well  in 
every  part  of  the  State.  The  great  majority  of  them  were  released 
by  the  Game  Protectors,  who  have  had  them  under  supervision  since 
that  time.  Many  nests  have  been  reported  with  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  eggs  in  each.  Five  nests  were  reported  as  containing  more 
than  twenty  eggs  in  each,  every  one  of  which  hatched.  We  have 
had  some  birds  reported  as  hatching  twice.  The  increase  of  these 
birds  in  addition  to  the  increase  of  the  native  birds,  that  remained, 
have  given  us  quite  a fair  number  of  quail  in  this  State.  Of  course, 
nothing  like  that  what  we  have  had  in  previous  years,  and  nothing 
like  what  we  desire  to  have;  but  still,  a fair  number,  that  with  lim- 
ited shooting  this  fall,  and  reasonable  protection  during  the  coming 
winter,  will  give  us  an  exceedingly  fair  start  for  next  spring.  I 
have  had  printed  some  twenty  thousand  copies  of  a circular  upon 
the  subject  of  the  care  and  protection  of  quail,  of  which  several  thou- 
sand have  already  been  distributed.  Among  others  I sent  one  copy 
to  each  of  the  several  newspapers  of  the  State. 

In  the  matter  of  the  creation  of  game  preserves  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1905,  I would  say:  You  understand,  that  in  the 
establishment  of  these  preserves,  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
fencing  or  otherwise  to  limit  game  to  any  prescribed  territory.  The 
land  allotted  to  us  by  the  Forestry  Commission  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  May  11,  1905,  has  been  simply  surrounded  by  a fire 
line,  or  path,  varying  in  which  from  eight  to  ten  feet,  from  which  all 
brush  has  been  cut  and  cleared  away,  and  upon  which  forest  fires 
are  to  be  met,  and,  if  possible,  extinguished.  A single  wire  has  been 
stretched  from  tree  to  tree  along  one  side  of  said  path,  with  a line 
of  notices  printed  upon  cloth,  and  conspicuously  posted,  calling  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  the  purpose  of  said  inclosure,  and  forbid- 
ding trespassing  within  its  limits  for  any  purpose.  Game  of  all 
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kinds  can  come  and  go  at  pleasure,  the  idea  being  to  keep  men  out 
of  these  preserves,  rather  than  to  keep  game  in. 

Each  of  these  tracts  contain  from  three  to  four  thousand  acres, 
and  have  been  located  with  a view  to  securing  good  winter  quarters, 
as  well  as  summer  feed  for  deer,  wild  turkeys  and  ruffed  grouse. 
Two  of  these  tracts,  one  in  Clearfield  county  and  one  in  Clinton 
county,  have  been  completed,  the  Are  lines  being  cut  and  the  wire 
and  notices  in  place. 

The  preserve  in  Franklin  county  has  not  yet  been  completed, 
owing  to  trouble  in  securing  the  laborers  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  desired  end.  The  corners  of  this  preserve  have  been  established. 
The  wire  and  notices  are  on  the  ground,  and  the  lire  line  is  now  being- 
cut.  We  expect  to  complete  this  work  in  the  near  future. 

I have  contracted  with  C.  C.  Worthington  of  Shawnee,  Monroe 
county,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  delivery  of  sixty  does  sometime  dur- 
ing the  coming  winter.  This  delivery  is  made  conditional  upon  the 
fall  of  snow,  as  Mr.  Worthington  writes  that  it  will  be  impossible 
for  him  to  catch  the  deer  unless  snow,  in  sufficient  quantity,  falls 
to  cover  the  ordinary  feed,  thus  compelling  them  to  resort  to  arti- 
ficial food,  at  which  time,  they  can  easily  be  led  into  inclosures  and 
there  captured.  I desire  to  place  twenty  of  these  does  upon  each 
of  the  preserves  established.  Deer  are  found  already  in  more  or 
less  numbers  in  each  of  these  places,  so  that  the  question  of  supply- 
ing bucks  need  not  be  considered. 

The  running  of  deer  with  dogs,  either  with  or  without  the  care  of 
their  master  appears  to  have  been  almost  wholly  stopped  But  two 
oi  three  instances  of  this  kind  have  been  reported  to  us  during  the 
past  year.  Many  dogs,  found  running  small  game  have  been  killed, 
either  by  the  owner  of  the  dog,  or  by  the  owner  of  the  lands  upon 
which  they  were  found.  Some  few  were  killed  by  officers  of  this 
Commission. 

I have  sent  out  circulars  to  all  of  the  officers  connected  with  the 
Game  Commission,  asking  for  a special  report  in  connection  with 
their  regular  reports  for  November,  through  which  I hope  to  secure, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  the  number  of  deer,  bear  and  wild  turkey 
killed  in  this  State,  with  a general  estimate  on  smaller  game. 
Through  these  reports  in  connection  with  what  1 may  secure  from 
individuals,  I hope  to  be  able  to  give  you  a comparatively  fair  un- 
derstanding of  conditions  and  to  demonstrate  by  actual  figures 
whether  or  not  our  work  in  the  line  of  game  protection  has  been 
a benefit  to  the  State. 

I assert  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  wild  birds  of  all 
kinds  other  than  game  birds  were  far  more  numerous  last  summer 
than  they  had  been  for  a number  of  years,  showing  that  our  work 
in  this  direction  at  least  has  been  a success.  Tt  remains  to  be  de- 


10 


termined,  whether  or  not  the  Game  Commission  is  to  be  commended, 
rather  than  condemned  for  the  efforts  that  they  have  put  forth  in 
this  direction,  especially  from  those  engaged  in  raising  small  fruits 
and  berries.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  excessive  increase  of  any 
particular  species  of  birds,  especially  the  robin,  the  catbird,  the 
cherry  bird,  the  king  bird,  and  many  others  that  i might  name,  will 
sooner  or  later  satisfy  many  people  that  there  is  a possibility  of  too 
much  of  a good  thing,  and  that  so  far  at  least  as  these  birds  are  con- 
cerned, the  eA'ils  they  are  intended  to  remedy  are  no  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  these  birds,  and  that  the  cure  is  quite  as  expensive 
as  the  disease.  It  is  certainly  very  trying  and  aggravating  for  any- 
one to  be  compelled  to  see  the  catbird,  or  the  robin,  or  other  birds 
destroying  one’s  strawberries,  or  mulberries,  or  cherries,  with  no 
right  other  than  simply  frightening  the  birds  away,  knowing  that 
within  a few  minutes  after  your  back  is  turned  they  will  return,  re- 
inforced by  all  their  relatives  in  that  section.  What  the  remedy 
may  be  for  this  condition  I am  unable  even  to  suggest. 

In  the  matter  of  shooting  wildfowl,  it  seems  to  me  our  law  needs 
some  correction.  I consider  the  limit  of  birds  of  this  description 
that  may  be  killed  in  one  day,  or  in  one  season,  as  fixed  by  the  last 
act  of  Assembly  upon  the  subject,  very  unfair  and  unjust  to  the 
sportsmen  of  this  State,  who  sometimes  go  after  game  of  this  kind. 
To  illustrate,  we  know  that  wild  geese  are  found  in  this  State  to  a 
limited  extent,  and  then  only  when  on  their  migratory  course,  fall 
or  spring,  they  may  stop  for  a limited  time.  A hunter  may  spend 
years,  on  the  waters  of  Pennsylvania  and  never  succeed  in  killing 
one  single  goose.  It  does  not  seem  fair  to  me,  that  such  a man 
should,  if  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  be  limited  in  the  number 
he  might  kill  to  two  geese  in  one  day,  or  ten  in  one  season,  when  we 
know  that  the  very  birds  he  is  prevented  by  our  law  from  killing  will 
pass  over  the  State  line  and  be  exposed  to  dangers  of  all  kinds.  We 
know  they  go  into  a country  where  they  are  killed  by  all  methods, 
that  suggest  themselves  to  men.  They  are  killed  at  all  times  and 
in  unlimited  numbers.  It  will  not  do  to  claim  that  the  laws  of 
these  states  are  as  strict  as  our  own  and  give  as  ample  protec- 
tion. Many  of  us  certainly  know  better  than  this.  What  is  the 
good  of  a law  in  any  state  without  the  power  of  its  enforcement? 
And  what  southern  state  even  in  a half  degree  attempts  to  enforce 
its  game  laws?  What  applies  to  geese  applies  to  all  migratory 
wildfowl  and  I feel  that  the  number  limit  on  all  of  these  birds, 
as  it  now  stands  should  be  entirely  removed,  or  the  number  now 
permitted  to  be  killed  increased  three  or  four  times  over.  The 
open  season  for  these  birds,  as  fixed  by  the  act  of  1905,  appears  to 
me  to  defeat  the  purpose  it  was  intended  to  serve,  viz:  peace  and 
rest  for  the  birds,  while  on  their  way  to  their  nesting  grounds  and 
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when  they  were  mating.  Shooting  during  the  Jirst  two  weeks  of 
April,  I consider  entirely  wrong,  and  would  much  prefer  to  see  the 
season  open  on  September  first  and  close  April  first,  rather  than  it 
now  stands  from  September  first  to  January  first,  and  the  first  two 
weeks  of  April.  It  is  a well  known  fact  that  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances our  inland  streams  and  lakes  are  frozen  up  securely  from  the 
middle  of  December  to  the  middle  of  February,  frequently  to  the 
middle  of  March.  During  this  time,  there  is  no  duck  shooting  in 
this  State  because  there  are  no  ducks.  The  fall  shooting  is  limited 
indeed  and  I feel  that  in  fairness  to  all  our  people,  to  those  wdio  are 
not  able  financially  to  follow7  these  birds  to  their  winter  homes, 
they  should  at  least  be  given  the  month  of  March,  in  which  to  secure 
a part  of  what  belongs  to  them. 

I am  exceedingly  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  report  that  the  slaughter 
of  game  of  all  kinds  and  the  killing  of  our  wild  birds  other  than, 
game  birds  by  unnaturalized  foreign  born  residents  is  still  carried 
on  to  a very  great  extent  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  have 
had  notices  in  Italian  and  Slavish,  printed  upon  cloth,  posted  in  very 
many  parts  of  the  State.  These  notices,  call  attention  of  all  people 
of  both  nationalities  to  the  law  and  to  their  liability  under  it.  We 
have  arrested  and  punished  numbers  of  these  people  w'ith  appar- 
ently no  effect  whatever  upon  others  of  that  class,  excepting  in  the 
immediate  camp,  where  the  arrest  wras  made.  We  have  had  fourteen 
officers  shot  at  during  the  present  year.  We  have  had  seven  shot, 
three  of  whom  wrere  killed,  and  three  very  seriously  wounded;  and 
one  other,  a gentlemen  of  Lawrence  county,  while  not  serving  under 
a commission  of  this  Board,  w7as  killed  for  doing  our  work.  This 
gentleman  was  shot  and  mortally  wounded  wdthin  a few7  yards  of 
the  place  where  Mr.  L.  S.  Houk,  one  of  our  regular  protectors  wras 
killed  early  in  the  spring.  All  of  this  outrageous  work,  so  far  as  wre 
are  able  to  determine  has  been  done  by  unnaturalized  foreigners, 
mostly  Italians.  We  have  up  to  this  time  been  unable  to  arrest  one 
individual  accused  of  these  wrongs.  And  I again  re  iterate  what  I 
said  in  my  report  of  last  year,  that  it  seems  to  me  the  only  hope  of 
correcting  this  condition  w7ill  be  to  secure  the  passage  of  a lawT  for- 
bidding this  class  of  people  to  even  have  in  possession  fire  arms,  or 
weapons  of  any  description,  within  the  limits  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania.  I know7  of  one  railroad  car  used  as  a cabin  by  a 
lot  of  Italians  within  three  miles  of  Harrisburg,  that  is  said  to  con- 
tain nine  guns,  all  of  which  are  used  at  various  times  to  kill  our 
birds.  We  have  spent  much  time  and  considerable  money  in  an  at- 
tempt to  arrest  and  punish  these  people;  but  up  to  this  time  have 
failed.  When  we  are  there  they  are  a+  work.  When  we  are  absent 
much  shotting  is  done.  If  I had  the  power  to  take  these  guns,  their 
power  for  evil  wrould  be  removed.  Let  the  State  grant  us  this  right, 
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and  the  question  of  correcting  these  conditions  will  be  up  to  us. 
The  question  of  the  right  of  these  people  to  carry  arms  is  not  one 
of  game  and  bird  protection  only.  It  is  not  one  of  safety  to  our 
officers  alone,  but  is  one  of  protection  and  justice  to  all  our  people. 
During  the  past  year  we  have  been  compelled  to  defend  ourselves 
upon  numerous  occasions,  in  one  instance  a foreigner,  who  was  the 
aggressor  being  killed.  Two  of  our  officers  were  shot  in  the  same 
melee.  Both  of  these  men  are  now  lying  in  the  Luzerne  county  jail, 
awaiting  trial  for  murder,  so  that,  taking  all  things  into  considera- 
tion, one  would  hardly  consider  the  position  of  a game  protector  in 
this  State  the  most  enviable  one  to  be  secured.  We  are  compelled 
to  meet  these  men  when  they  are  carrying  tire  arms,  when  they  know 
they  are  violating  the  law,  and  when  they  know  that  if  arrested, 
punishment  is  sure  to  follow.  Many  of  them  are  criminals.  If  we 
meet  violence  with  violence  we  are  compelled  to  answer  to  the 
courts.  There  surely  ought  to  be  some  remedy  for  this  condition, 
some  way,  at  least,  of  placing  the  officer  entrusted  with  this  work 
upon  a safe  working  basis,  and  of  paying  him  for  services  rendered. 
Under  the  limited  appropriation  at  our  command  we  are  not  in  posi- 
tion to  pay  salaries,  or  even  expenses,  to  more  than  eight  men.  All 
others  who  hold  commissions  from  Ibis  Board,  in  doing  our  work 
are  compelled  to  face  all  kinds  of  dangers,  and  to  run  all  kinds  of 
risks  without  the  promise  or  hope  of  financial  return  in  any  way 
from  this  Board.  A great  majority  are  doing  it  simply,  because  of 
their  love  for  this  work,  and  their  interest  in  game  and  wild  bird 
protection.  This,  to  me,  does  not  seem  right.  If  our  game  and 
wild  birds  are  worth  protection  and  this  Commission  is  worth  it,  it 
should  be  given  enough  to  do  with.  If  these  things  are  not  worth 
protection,  the  game  laws  should  be  stricken  from  the  books.  If 
the  State  feels  that  wald  birds  and  game  birds  are  worth  saving, 
and  it  is  too  poor  to  contribute  in  dollars  and  cents  in  an  amount 
that  is  necessary  to  conduct  that  work  in  a satisfactory  manner,  it 
should  at  least  recognize,  and  enact  into  law  some  idea  or  plan  en- 
dorsed by  citizens  of  the  State,  who  are  interested,  and  who  are 
ready  to  welcome  methods  that  have  already  been  adopted  by  other 
States  and  that  seem  to  solve  this  question  satisfactory. 

One  of  the  methods  which  seems  especially  adapted  to  secure  the 
chief  end  desired,  that  of  sufficient  revenue,  is  that  the  State  should 
enact  a law  requiring  every  resident  within  the  State  to  secure  a 
license  before  hunting  for  game,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
lar, eighty-five  cents  of  which  shall  belong  to  the  Game  Commission. 
The  fund- thus  realized,  it  is  claimed,  would  be  ample  in  every  way 
without  appropriation  from  the  State,  to  not  only  pay  officers  of  the 
Game  Commission  for  services  rendered,  and  money  expended,  but 
to  supply  a fund  adequate  in  every  way  to  employ  counsel  badly 
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needed  in  many  instances,  both  in  prosecution  of  offenders  against 
the  game  laws  and  in  defence  of  officers  charged  with  different 
offences  in  the  enforcement  of  such  laws.  It  would  give  money 
wherewith  to  help  those  of  our  force,  who  might  be  injured  in  the 
work  of  enforcing  the  laws.  And  would  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
Game  Commission  a considerable  sum,  through  which  game  could  be 
purchased  and  propagated  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  I am  in- 
formed that  the  presentation  of  such  a bill  is  contemplated  by  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Sportsmen’s  Association;  that,  such  a bill  is  in 
reality  already  drafted,  and  in  fact  backed  by  the  influence  of  this 
organization  and  will  be  presented  at  the  coming  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature. The  chief  purpose  of  this  measure  to  raise  revenue.  A 
very  great  benefit  wall  be  derived  through  the  additional  protection 
that  many  of  its  provisions  will  give  in  various  ways,  it  is  drafted 
and  may  be  pushed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  securing  money  where- 
with to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  Board. 

The  proposed  bill  wall  say  that  no  one  under  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  will  be  permitted  to  carry  a gun,  either  in  the  fields,  in  the 
forest  or  on  the  waters  of  this  State.  It  will  say,  that  all  persons 
between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  twenty-one  years,  may  hunt  upon 
property,  owned  or  controlled  by  themselves,  or  by  the  parent  or 
parents  of  such  person,  and  that  all  other  persons  born  in  the  United 
States,  and  resident  of  this  State,  shall  pay  a fee  of  one  dollar  for 
the  privilege  of  hunting,  for  what  is  classed  as  game  within  the 
limits  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  all  persons  between  the  ages 
of  fourteen  and  twenty-one  years  shall  secure  a license  before 
hunting  on  lands  not  owned  or  controlled,  either  by  themselves  or 
by  the  parent  or  parents  of  said  person.  It  will  not  attempt  in  any 
way  to  prevent  any  one  from  using  a gun  in  defense  of  person  or 
property.  These  gentlemen  argue  that  the  great  majority  of  men 
who  hunt  are  perfectly  willing  and  anxious  to  pay  this  amount  for 
this  purpose,  and  that  any  man  not  able  to  pay  to  this  extent  should 
not  waste  his  time  in  hunting;  that  the  elimination  of  the  small  boy 
with  the  gun  will  save  the  lives  of  unnumbered  birds  other  than 
game  birds  and  animals,  and  will  prevent  much  wrong  that  is  con- 
stantly being  done  at  the  hands  of  this  class;  that  a fund  sufficiently 
large  to  conduct  the  work  of  the  Game  Commission  will  be  secured 
and  this  Board  be  placed  upon  a much  better  basis  than  ever  be- 
fore, being  to  meet  the  requirements  and  fill  the  duties  of  its  crea- 
tion. They  argue,  that  but  one  man  in  thirty  in  this  State  is  a hun- 
ter, and  that,  while  every  man,  woman  and  child  is  benefited  by  the 
life  work  of  birds,  but  one  out  of  thirty  is  benefited  by  the  hunting 
of  game.  They  see  no  reason  why  twenty-nine  men  should  be  com- 
pelled to  contribute  toward  the  maintenance  of  game  for  the  pleas- 
ure or  benefit  of^one  man,  especially,  when  that  one  man  is  willing 
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and  ready  to  foot  the  entire  bill  himself,  and  only  asks  that  the  Leg- 
islature should  legalize  the  method  through  which  this  fund  is  to 
be  collected,  defining  the  purposes  to  which  it  shall  be  applied  and 
to  prescribe  a system  of  accounting.  They  argue,  that  while,  it  to 
a certain  extent  may  be  a hardship  to  compel  a farmer  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  hunting  on  his  own  lands,  they  ask  him  to  remember 
that  he  does  not  own  the  game,  and  to  consider  the  many  benefits 
that  wall  come  to  him  through  the  passage  of  such  a law.  In  many 
of  the  western  states,  where  this  system  of  raising  revenue  has  been 
adopted,  the  farmer,  who  at  first  opposed  it,  is  now  its  chief  cham- 
pion, his  only  complaint  being  that  it  is  not  stringent  enough.  The 
proposed  bill  will  say,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  set 
forth,  that  no  man  shall  hunt  without  first  securing  this  license; 
that  the  license  shall  not  be  transferable,  and  shall  contain  a com- 
plete description  of  the  person  to  whom  if  is  issued.  It  wall  require 
that  this  license  shall  be  exposed  to  view  upon  demand  made  by  any 
officer  of  the  State,  or  upon  demand  made  by  the  owner  or  lessee  of 
any  lands  within  the  State,  upon  which  a person  may  be  found  hunt- 
ing, or  upon  demand  of  any  employe  of  such  land-owner  or  lessee. 
This,  the  sportsmen  argue,  puts  the  farmer  in  absolute  control  of  the 
situation.  If  his  lands  are  posted  and  men  insist  upon  hunting 
thereon,  he  lias  simply  to  demand  a view  of  his  license  to  determine 
the  name  and  residence  of  the  man  he  is  to  prosecute.  Where  his 
lands  are  not  posted  he  is  still  in  command  of  the  situation,  as  it 
will  prevent  many  worthless  men  from  going  hunting,  men  who  care 
not  whether  game  is  killed  or  not,  and  who  only  use  the  hunter’s  coat 
and  the  hunter’s  name  as  a shield  for  wrongs  of  all  kinds.  The  pos- 
sibilities of  arrest  will  prevent  many  who  hold  a license  from  doing- 
wrong.  This  license  is  in  reality  an  insurance  against  outrages  of 
all  descriptions  at  the  hands  of  men,  who  go  out  under  the  name  of 
hunters;  and  all  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar  per  year.  Surely,  no 
man  after  a fair  consideration  of  this  proposition  can  object  to  it. 

I desire  to  say  that  the  efforts  of  this  office  to  extermine  vermin 
of  various  kinds,  through  the  use  of  strychnine,  seems  to  have  met 
with  nothing  but  success.  In  every  section  where  we  have  tried  it 
systematically,  the  desired  return  is  very  much  in  evidence.  In 
Luzerne  county,  the  territory  poisoned  for  eight  or  more  successive 
years  has  made  a wonderful  return.  The  protector  in  charge  of 
that  work  in  that  section  writes  me  that  birds,  ruffed  grouse,  were 
more  plentiful  than  ever  before,  and  that  rabbits  were  quite  abun- 
dant. His  last  year's  report  shows  that  fully  twelve  thousand  birds 
were  killed  on  this  same  ground,  a territory  about  twenty  miles 
square,  during  the  fall  of  1005.  He  writes,  “This  is  not  an  estimate, 
but  is  the  result  of  actual  count,  and  I have  it  in  my  power  to  give 
you  the  names  of  the  different  men  who  killed  these  birds  with  the 
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number  taken  by  each.”  I have  been  hunting  on  a certain  territory 
for  years  and  I feel  that  I am  within  bounds,  when  I say  that  I saw 
fully  two  hundred  birds  on  that  territory  during  the  fall  of  1903, 
with  abundant  rabbit  signs.  During  the  fall  of  1904  I saw  but  seven 
birds  by  actual  count,  and  the  tracks  of  two  rabbits.  I did  see 
the  tracks  and  signs  of  scores  of  foxes,  wildcats  and  skunks,  as  well 
as  other  vermin.  I poisoned  the  ground  myself  in  the  fall  after 
the  close  of  the  game  season  and  had  it  poisoned  again  the  follow- 
ing spring.  Last  year  I could  have  killed  the  limit,  five  grouse  in 
two  or  three  hours  of  any  day,  and  that  too  without  a dog.  I saw 
within  a radious  of  not  more  than  two  miles  of  my  camp  nine  differ- 
ent bunches,  containing  in  the  aggregate  fully  one  hundred  birds, 
and  was  told  of  many  other  such  covies  in  that  neighborhood.  1 
saw  evidence  of  not  more  than  a dozen  foxes,  the  track  of  one  wild- 
cat, and  not  the  sign  of  a skunk.  I covered  this  territory  last  fall 
and  had  it  covered  again  about  the  last  week  in  February,  with  the 
result  that  ruffed  grouse  are  reported  everywhere  in  that  section, 
in  numbers  several  times  in  excess  of  what  has  been  heard  of  for 
many  years  and  that  rabbits  are  plentiful.  Just  as  it  is  in  these 
two  sections  cited,  so  it  is  all  over  the  State  where  poison  has  been 
used  systematically.  The  question  of  placing  poison  has  been  con- 
sidered in  very  many  phases.  Experiments  of  various  descriptions 
have  been  tried,  some  upon  chickens,  some  with  ducks,  some  upon 
turkeys,  some  upon  quail  and  upon  different  kinds  of  wild  birds  other 
than  game  birds.  One  gentleman  told  me  of  feeding  nux-  vomica 
to  a chicken,  a common  hen,  in  quantities  sufficient  to  have  produced 
fully  fifteen  grains  of  strychnine  with  no  injurious  result  to  the 
hen.  The  gentleman  saying,  the  only  visible  effect  so  far  as  he  could 
see,  was  that  the  hen  appeared  to  have  lost  confidence  in  him.  Six 
quail  were  repeatedly  given  excessive  doses  of  strychnine,  enough 
at  each  time  and  to  each  bird  to  have  cafised  the  death  of  several 
men.  The  birds  seemed  to  have  been  wholly  unaffected  by  the 
poison.  One  of  these  birds  was  afterwards  killed  by  having  forced 
into  its  craw  two  or  three  times  the  quantity  administered  in  the 
first  instance.  Turkeys  withstood  excessive  doses  of  this  poison, 
while  a duck  quickly  succumbed,  after  swollowing  a small  quantity. 
(Tows  and  blackbirds  were  easily  killed  by  the  administration  of 
small  doses.  I learned  from  a reliable  source  that  residents  of  cer- 
tain counties  had  for  long  periods  been  in  the  habit  of  mixing  nux 
vomica  with  the  food  given  their  chickens  at  certain  times — the  pur- 
pose being  to  kill  hawks — and  that  while  the  poison  did  not  appear 
in  any  way  to  affect  the  chicken,  it  was  sure  to  kill  any  hawk  that 
might,  within  the  limits  of  several  hours  or  days,  partake  of  a 
chicken  thus  treated.  While  none  of  these  experiments  have  been 
carried  to  an  absolute  conclusion,  they  did  determine  beyond 
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question,  that  a fixed  quantity  of  strychnine  would  not  affect  all 
animals  and  birds  in  the  same  way.  That  many  birds  appear  to  be 
absolutely  immune  to  its  effects;  that  they  are  wholly  unaffected 
by  a dose  in  quantity  sufficient  to  kill  several  men;  and  that  many 
four-footed  animals  are  easily  killed  through  the  use  of  this  agent. 
While  our  protectors  found  the  dead  bodies  of  many  animals  killed 
by  this  poison,  they  have  not  yet  discovered  the  body  of  one  single 
dead  bird,  either  game  or  otherwise,  apparently  determining  be- 
yond question,  that  strychnine  is  the  solution  of  the  vermin  problem, 
and  that  when  administered  as  directed  by  this  office  in  a special 
vehicle,  such  as  the  dead  body  of  a sparrow,  or  a piece  of  fish,  both 
of  which  decompose  quickly  and  disappear,  placed  in  a special 
locality,  namely,  on  the  wild  lands  of  the  State;  and  at  a special 
time,  namely,  late  in  the  fall,  after  the  close  of  the  game  season, 
and  again  early  in  the  spring,  nothing  but  good  and  benefit  to  the 
State  can  result. 

1 take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  interest  of  the  people  of 
the  State,  hunters,  non-hunters,  ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen,  in  the 
work  of  game  and  wild  bird  protection,  seems  to  be  increasing  and 
is  most  noticeable.  I take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  many  clubs 
have  been  organized  for  this  purpose  during  the1  last  year.  Quite 
a number  of  prominent  people  in  this  State  are  taking  an  interest 
in  this  work,  some  of  them  even  being  commissioned  and  acting  as 
special  Deputy  Game  Protectors.  We  have  at  this  time  eight  game 
protectors,  fifty-four  Deputy  Game  Protectors,  and  about  one-hun- 
dred and  sixty  Special  Deputy  Game  Protectors.  Several  of  the 
latter  were  appointed  in  different  parts  of  the  State  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  game  protective  organizations,  which  have  vouched 
for  the  fitness  and  integrity  of  each  appointee  so  endorsed.  All  of 
fhese  men  are  under  bond  and  have  taken  the  oath  of  office  required 
by  the  law  authorizing  their  appointment.  I believe  a great  major- 
ity of  these  men  to  be  honest  and  energetic,  earnestly  laboring  for 
the  cause  of  game  and  wild  bird  protection.  1 believe  that  they 
have  done  very  much  good  outside  of  their  return  in  dollars  and 
cents  to  this  office,  and  during  the  coming  year  the  benefits  of  their 
work  already  done  and  that  is  to  be  done  will  be  very  noticeable. 
Reports  from  our  officers  and  personal  contact  with  many  individuals 
in  different  parts  of  the  State  satisfy  me  that  the  laws  known  as  the 
game  laws  are  popular,  and  that  the  Game  Commission  has  not  only 
the  sympathy  and  good  will  of  the  great  majority  of  our  people,  but 
that  we  have  the  respect  and  fear  of  many  men,  who,  heretofore, 
have  appeared  to  be  entirely  regardless  of  the  law  and  its  conse- 
quences. I reiterate  what  T have  said  in  several  of  my  reports 
heretofore,  that  I do  not  know  of  one  single  instance  where  an  offi- 
cer, connected  with  this  Commission,  either  led  an  innocent  person 
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into  temptation  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  penalties,  or  of  mak- 
ing a prosecution  for  any  reason  excepting  a wilfull  and  deliberate 
violation  of  the  game  laws.  I have  not  had  any  occasion  to  repri- 
mand a single  officer  for  this  kind  of  work;  but  was  compelled  to  pro- 
secute to  conviction  one  of  our  men  for  deliberate  and  wilfull  mis- 
statement made  in  his  reports,  through  which  money  was  secured 
from  the  Commission  to  which  he  was  not  entitled.  This  man  was 
convicted  and  served  six  months  in  the  Dauphin  county  jail.  I also 
recalled  the  commission  of  two  men  for  drunkenness. 

I take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  practise  of  hunting  on  Sunday, 
which,  but  a year  ago,  seemed  to  be  very  popular  in  certain  sec- 
tions of  the  State,  and  was  persisted  in,  has  been  to  a very  great 
extent  abandoned,  excepting  in  the  neighborhood  of  where  the  for- 
eigners are  found  in  considerable  numbers.  The  great  majority  of 
violations  of  this  particular  provision  of  the  law  appears  to  be  done 
bjr  men  of  this  class. 

Communications  by  mail  to  this  office  during  the  past  year  have 
very  largely  increased.  Many  of  the  complaints  that  come  to  us  in 
that  way,  prove  upon  investigation  to  be  without  foundation  in  facts. 
Many  that  are  correct  in  every  way  are  so  covered  by  the  parties 
committing  the  offences,  or  by  those  knowing  the  facts,  that  we 
find  it  impossible  to  secure  convictions.  Still,  the  effect  is  good, 
for  it  shows  that  very  many  people  are  interested  in  the  success 
of  our  work,  and  the  parties  reported,  sooner  or  later,  understand 
that  we  are  after  them,  and  hesitate  to  renew  the  offence.  I feel 
satisfied  that  the  financial  return,  as  shown  by  our  balance  sheet, 
does  not  by  any  means  cover  the  entire  benefits  secured.  I will  not 
attempt  to  state  specifically  the  causes  for  which  we  have  brought 
suit,  nor  to  name  the  persons  prosecuted  for  violations  of  the  game 
laws  during  the  past  year,  but  do  call  your  attention  to  the  amount 
of  penalties  secured  of  a proof  of  what  has  been  done.  I would  also 
state  that  in  many  cases,  where  convictions  are  secured,  the  defen- 
dants, instead  of  paying  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law,  in  cash, 
selected  to  serve  one  day  in  jail  for  each  dollar  imposed  and  un- 
paid. 

The  work  in  the  office  as  well  is  in  the  field  is  running  along 
smoothly.  Our  books  are  up  to  date.  They  show  our  work  in  all 
respects  and  are  open  to  inspection  by  any  person  who  may  desire 
to  scan  them.  I am  proud  to  be  able  to  look  each  member  of  the 
Game  Commission,  or  any  other  person  in  the  eye,  and  to  say  with- 
out the  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  we  have  tried  in  all 
ways  to  be  fair  and  just  to  all  men;  that  we  have  tried  to  interpret 
the  law  fairly,  and  according  to  what  we  consider  its  spirit  rather 
than  its  literal  wording;  that  we  have  allowed  no  officer  to  use  his 
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position  to  persecute  rather  than  to  prosecute,  or  to  wrong  anyone, 
and  have  shown  no  partiality  to  any  living  person  for  any  reason. 

I respectfully  recommend  the  following: 

1.  That  a bill  be  presented  absolutely  prohibiting  unnaturalized 
foreign  born  residents  to  be  possessed  of  tire  arms  of  any  descrip- 
tion in  any  place,  or  for  any  purpose,  within  the  limits  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  that  heavy  penalties  be  imposed  upon  dealers  who 
may  sell  either  fire  arms  or  ammunition  to  people  of  this  class 
within  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth. 

2.  That  the  law  regulating  the  killing  of  u'ild  water  fowl  be 
amended,  so  that  it  will  be  fair  and  just,  and  a benefit  to  the  people 
of  our  own  State. 

3.  That  existing  provisions,  which  at  this  time  impose  a penalty 
of  fifty  dollars  on  a person  who  may  kill  a rabbit  in  any  way  except- 
ing through  the  use  of  a gun,  be  repealed. 

4.  That  the  section  which  imposes  a like  penalty  on  an  individe 
who  may  destroy  the  nest  of  a bird  other  than  a game  bird,  be  altered 
and  amended  in  such  a way,  as  to  make  the  penalties  imposed  for 
the  violation  of  this  provision  reasonable,  and  in  accord  with  penal- 
ties imposed  for  like  offences  by  other  provisions  of  this  law.  For 
instance,  if  a man  kill  a rabbit  out  of  season  with  a gun,  the  penalty 
is  ten  dollars.  If  he  digs  a rabbit  out  of  a stone  pile,  or  catches  it  in 
a trap  or  hollow  log , even  in  season , the  penalty  is  fifty  dollars.  He 
may  kill  a wild  bird  other  than  a game  bird  in  defence  of  his  fruit 
or  berries  or  other  property.  If  he  thus  kills  both  of  the  parent 
birds,  the  young  will  surely  die.  If  he  kill  a wild  bird  other  than 
a game  bird  for  any  purpose  other  than  a protection  to  his  property, 
he  is  liable  to  a penalty  of  ten  dollars.  If  he  destroys  or  interferes 
with  the  nest  of  a wild  bird  other  than  a game  bird,  even  though 
there  is  but  one  egg  in  that  nest,  or  none  at  all,  he  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  fifty  dollars.  This,  it  seems  to  me  is  most  unreasonable, 
and  w7as  never  intended  by  those,  who  enacted  these  measures  into 
law. 

Experience  teaches  me  that  the  great  majority  of  our  people  are 
honest  and  are  willing  to  abide  by  and  obey  laws  that  are  reasona- 
ble and  just;  but  they  resent  any  attempt  to  do  them  an  injustice, 
and  vigorously  oppose,  not  only  the  provisions  that  permit  or  make 
persecution  possible,  but  also  the  entire  system  to  which  such  pro- 
visions may  be  attached.  The  great  majority  of  the  provisions  of 
our  game  laws  appear  to  be  reasonable  and  fair,  and  seem  to  have 
the  approval  and  support  of  the  majority  of  our  people.  These 
measures  above  referred  to  are  so  palpably  out  of  proportion  to 
other  provisions,  and  so  excessive  as  to  reflect  upon  the  entire  sys- 
tem, 
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I have,  because  of  the  character  of  my  work,  been  so  situated,  as 
to  have  my  attention  frequently  called  to  the  work  done  by  the  De- 
partment of  Forestry  and  those  in  its  employ,  and  I desire  from 
the  standpoint  of  a Game  Protector  to  commend  the  work  done  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  especially  in  the  matter  of  (lie  prevention  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  forest  fires. 

I desire  also  to  express  my  hearty  approval  of  the  action  of  those 
in  authority  creating  the  State  Constabulary,  and  to  thank  them  for 
the  great  help  thus  extended  to  the  cause  of  game  and  wild  bird 
protection  in  Pennsylvania.  I cann  >t  refrain  from  commending  the 
judgment  and  foresight  of  the  leader  in  this  movement,  and  only  re- 
gret that  the  force  thus  created  was  not  at  the  very  least  made  dou- 
ble what  it  is.  I can  see  great  possibilities  to  our  work  through  the 
help  of  the  State  Constabulary. 

I herewith  submit  a statement  of  our  financial  accounts,  separ- 
ately— the  general  from  the  special,  so  that  you  will  have  no  trouble 
in  understanding  at  a glance  just  how  things  stand. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOSEPH  KALBFUS, 
Secretary  of  the  Game  Commission. 


STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS  FROM  NOVEMBER  1,  1905,  TO 

NOVEMBER  1,  1906. 


For  the  month  of  November: 

Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  1905,  $508  73 

To  penalties,  collected,  606  00 

To  general  appropriation,  2,500  00 


Total  receipts, $3,614  73 

By  warden  services  and. expenses, $940  16 

By  one-half  penalties  returned, 265  00 

By  office  expenses, 177  04 

By  attorney  fees, 200  00 

1,582  20 


$2,032  53 


Balance  pn  lipnd  Dec.  1,  1905,  , , 
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Quarter  beginning  December  1,  1905: 

Balance  on  hand, $2,032  53 

To  penalties  collected, 1,195  25 

To  certificates,  10  00 

To  costs  paid  out  and  returned, 13  30 

To  P.  R.  R.  mileage  book  return 10  00 

To  general  appropriation,  2,500  00 


Total $5,761  08 

By  warden  services  and  expenses,  $$,757  5S 

By  one-half  penalties  returned, 377  50 

By  office  expenses, 113  14 

By  attorney  fees, 260  00 

By  Dr.  K.  trip  to  N.  C.  for  quail, 50  00 

4,558  22 


Balance  on  hand  March  1,  1906, $1,202  86 


Quarter  beginning  March  1,  1906: 

Balance  on  hand,  $1,202  86 

To  penalties,  774  00 

To  certificates, 30  00 

To  costs  returned, 60  00 

To  P.  R.  R.  mileage  book  return, 40  00 

To  sale  of  quail  at  cost  price, 148  50 

To  general  appropriation,  2,500  00 

To  appropriation,  restocking  account,  . . . 3,000  00 


Total,  . $7,655  36 

By  wardens  services  and  expenses,  $2,467  50 

By  one-lialf  penalties  returned,  249  00 

By  office  expenses,  game  laws,  etc., 436  77 

By  attorney  fees,  126  14 

By  purchasing,  shipping  quail 2,536  54 

5,815  95 


$1,839  41 


Balance  on  hand  June  1,  1906, 
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Quarter  beginning  June  1,  1906: 

Balance  on  band, §1.839  41 

To  penalties,  565  85 

To  certificates, 40  00 

To  costs  returned,  59  68 

To  P.  B.  R.  mileage  book  return, 50  00 

To  general  appropriation 2.500  00 


Total,  §5,054  94 

By  warden  services  and  expenses,  §1,252  65 

By  one-lialf  of  penalties  returned,  183  35 

By  attorney  fees 253  00 

By  office  expenses, 27  98 

By  Houle  case, 804  59 

By  restocking  account,  324  S6 

3.846  43 


Balance  on  hand.  September  1.  1906,  §1.208  51 


Quarter  beginning  September  1,  1906,  to  No- 


vember 1,  1906. 

Balance  on  hand * §1,208  51 

To  penalties,  1,340  00 

To  certificates 10  00 

To  game  laws 5 00 

To  licenses,  etc.  with  State  Treas., 1,855  09 

To  appropriation,  restocking  account.  . . 3,000  00 


Total,  §7,418  60 

By  warden  services  and  expenses,  §1,680  42 

By  one-lialf  of  penalties  returned 465  00 

By  attorney  fees,  107  70 

By  Houk  case, 682  04 

By  office  expenses,  110  00 

By  restocking  account,  347  90 

3.393  06 


Total  balance  on  hand  November  1,  1906 


§4,125  54 


Of  this  amount  the  restocking  account  stands 
as  follows: 


To  appropriation, $6,000  00 

To  sale  of  quail  at  cost  price, 148  50 

$6,148  50 

Bj  trip  to  N.  C.  by  Dr.  Kalbfus  to  secure 

quail, $50  00 

By  H.  M.  Long  & Sons,  quail,  2,646  31 

To  telegrams, 23  99 

To  express  in  shipping,  67  53 

By  labor,  repacking,  etc.,  50  00 

To  preserves,  surveying,  wire,  etc., 522  10 

3,359  93 


Balance  on  hand  Nov.  1,  $2,788  57 


This  leaves  a balance  of  the  general  fund  on  hand  on 
November  1,  1906, $1,366  97 


